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Art Unit: 3611 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with James Stevens on October 27, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the following full listing of claims. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A framing system for mount i ng or d i sp l ay i ng a p o&le i ui ul l'i er 
ohcot motor i o l comprising: 

frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base structure, said frame 
members being detachably connectable together such that they can be connected to 
each other to form said base structure as an open frame and can be subsequently 
disassembled by disconnecting said frame members from each other; 
a clamping structure adapted for engagement with said base structure to retain the 
sheet material therebetween, said clamping structure including a plurality of individual 
clamping members that attach to said frame members, said clamping structure further 
including pegs on one of said frame members and said clamping members and 
corresponding receiving holes on the other of said frame members and said clamping 
members, said receiving holes being adapted to receive said pegs to retain the sheet 
material between said clamping members and said frame members, and 
a sheet material adapted for disposition between said frame members and said 
clamping members, said sheet material including a plurality of holes therethrough at the 
periphery thereof for receiving said pegs to thereby secure said sheet material between 
said frame members and said clamping members . 

2. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said base structure 
comprises four frame members, each of said frame members extending between a pair 
of inwardly angled ends, and each of said angled ends adapted to be connected to an 
adjacent complementary end of another of said frame members. 

3. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 2 wherein some of said ends of 
said frame members include a tenon and others of said ends of said frame members 
include a mortise, and wherein said frame members can be interconnected to form a 
rectangular frame by inserting said tenons into said mortises. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A framing system for mounting or displaying a poster or other 
sheet material comprising: 

frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base structure, said frame 
members being detachably connectable together such that they can be connected to 
each other to form said base structure as an open frame and can be subseguently 
disassembled by disconnecting said frame members from each other: and 
a clamping structure adapted for engagement with said base structure to retain the 
sheet material therebetween, said clamping structure including a plurality of individual 
clamping members that attach to said frame members said clamping structure further 
including pegs on one of said frame members and said clamping members anal 
corresponding receiving holes on the other of said frame members and said clamping 
members, said receiving holes being adapted to receive said pegs to retain the sheet 
material between said clamping members and said frame members: 
wherein said base structure comprises four frame members each of said frame 
members extending between a pair of inwardly angled ends, and each of said angled 
ends adapted to be connected to an adjacent complementary end of another of said 
frame members: 

wherein some of said ends of said frame members include a tenon and others of said ends of said 
frame members include a mortise, and wherein said frame members can be interconnected to 
form a rectangular frame by inserting said tenons into said mortises, and 
A oyctom qg sot forth i n c l a i m 3 wherein each of said tenons and said mortises includes 
one of said receiving holes which are aligned when said tenon and said mortise are in 
mating engagement, and wherein said aligned holes are adapted to receive one of said 
pegs to thereby secure adjacent frame members together. 

5. (Previously Presented) .A system as set forth in claim 3 wherein each of said frame 
members includes a mortise on one of said ends thereof and a tenon on the opposite 
one of said ends. 

6. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 3 wherein two of said frame 
members include at least one mortise on each of said ends thereof and the other two of 
said frame members includes at least one tenon on each of said ends thereof. 

7. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 3 wherein said tenons and said 
mortises extend in the same direction as said angled end. 

8. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 3 wherein said tenons each 
extend at generally at a right angle with respect to said frame member, and said 
mortises each extend generally in the same direction as said frame member 

9. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said frame members 
include a flat front surface, said front flat surface including a plurality of said receiving 
holes. 
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10. (Original) A system as set forth in claim 9 wherein said clamping members include a 
bottom flat surface, said bottom flat surface including a plurality of pegs adapted for 
engagement with said receiving holes. 

1 1 . (Original) A system as set forth in claim 10 wherein, said frame members further 
include a shoulder extending from said flat front surface, said shoulder and said front 
flat surface defining a channel for receiving said clamping members. 

12. (Currently Amended) A framing system comprising: 

frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base structure, said frame 
members being detachablv connectable together to form a base structure, said frame 
members being detachablv connectable together such that thev can be 
connected to each other to form said base structure as an open frame and can be 
subseguentiv disassembled by disconnecting said frame members from each other: 
a clamping structure adapted for engagement with said base structure to retain the sheet material 
therebetween, said clamping structure including a plurality of individual clamping members that 
attach to said frame members, said clamping structure further including pegs on one of said 
frame members and said clamping 

members and corresponding receiving holes on the other of said frame members and said 
clamping members, said receiving holes being adapted to receive said pegs to retain the sheet 
material between said clamping members and said frame members: and 
■ A s y s t e m ac cot forth i n cla i m 10 further i nclud i ng - 
a protective cover adapted 

for disposition between said frame members and said clamping members, said 
protective cover including a plurality of holes therethrough at the periphery thereof for 
receiving the pegs to thereby secure said protective cover between said frame 
members and said clamping members. 

13. (Currently Amended) A framing system comprising: 

frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base structure, said frame 
members being detachablv connectable together such that they can be connected to 
each other to form said base structure as an open frame and can be subseguentiv 
disassembled by disconnecting said frame members from each other: 
a clamping structure adapted for engagement with said base structure to retain the 
sheet material therebetween said clamping structure including a plurality of individual 
clamping members that attach to said frame members, said clamping structure further 
including pegs on one of said frame members and said clamping members and 
corresponding receiving holes on the other of said frame members and said clamping 
members, said receiving holes being adapted to receive said pegs to retain the sheet 
material between said clamping members and said frame members: and 
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■ A system a s se t forth i n cla i m 10 further i nc l uding 

a poster adapted for disposition between said frame members and said clamping 
members, said poster including a plurality of holes therethrough at the periphery thereof 
for receiving said pegs to thereby secure said poster between said frame members and 
said clamping members. 

14. (Currently Amended) A framing system for mounting or displaying a poster or other 
sheet material comprising: 

a plurality of frame members that interconnect to form a base structure, each frame 
member having a pair of ends with each end interconnecting with an end of another of 
said frame members to form said base structure as an open frame; and 
a plurality of separate clamping members each being individually attachable directly to 
said base structure to retain the sheet material between said base structure and said 
clamping members, wherein said clamping members secure adiacent frame members 
together when connected with said base structure . 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 14 wherein said base structure 
comprises four frame members, each of said frame members extending between a pair 
of inwardly angled ends, and each of said angled ends adapted to be connected to an 
adjacent complementary end of another of said frame members. 

17. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 16 further including pegs on 
one of said frame members and said clamping members and corresponding receiving 
holes on the other of said frame members and said clamping members, said receiving 
holes being adapted to receive said pegs to retain the sheet material between said 
clamping members and said frame members. 

18. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 17 wherein some of said ends 
of said frame members include a tenon and others of said ends of said frame members 
include a mortise, and wherein said frame members can be interconnected to form a 
rectangular frame by inserting said tenons into said mortises. 

19. (Currently Amended) A framing svstem for mounting or displaying a poster or other 
sheet material comprising: 

a plurality of frame members that interconnect to form a base structure, each frame member 
having a pair of ends with each end interconnecting with an end of another of said fi-ame 
members to form said base structure as an open frame: and 

a Plurality of separate clamping members each being individually attachable directly to 
said base structure to retain the sheet material between said base structure and said 
clamping members. 

wherein said base structure comprises four frame members, each of said frame 
members extending between a pair of inwardly angled ends, and each of said angled 



Application/Control Number: 09/937,528 
Art Unit: 3611 



Pages 



ends adapted to be connected to an adjacent complementary end of another of said 
frame members: 

wherein said framing system further includes pegs on one of said frame members and 
said clamping members and corresponding receiving holes on the other of said frame 
members and said clamping members, said receiving holes being adapted to receive 
said pegs to retain the sheet material between said clamping members and said frame 
members: 

wherein some of said ends of said frame members include a tenon and others of said 
ends of said frame members include a mortise, and wherein sand frame members can 
be interconnected to form a rectangular frame by inserting said tenons into said 
mortises: and 

* A pystom as sot forth in claim 1 8 wherein each of said tenons and said mortises includes one of 
said receiving holes which are aligned when said tenon and said mortise are in mating 
engagement, and wherein said aligned holes are adapted to receive one of said pegs to thereby 
secure adjacent frame members together. 

20. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 18 wherein each of said frame 
members includes a mortise on one of said ends thereof and a tenon on the opposite 
one of said ends. 

21. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 18 wherein two of said frame 
members include at least one mortise on each of said ends thereof and the other two of 
said frame members includes at least one tenon on each of said ends thereof. 

22. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 18 wherein said tenons and 
said mortises extend in the same direction as said angled end. 

23. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 1 8 wherein said tenons 
each extend at generally at a right angle with respect to said frame member, and said 
mortises each extend generally in the same direction as said frame member. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system as set forth in claim 14 -el Q i m 15 wherein said frame 
members include a flat front surface, said front flat surface including a plurality of 
receiving holes. 

25. (Original) A system, as set forth in claim 24 wherein said clamping members include 
a bottom flat surface, said bottom flat surface including a plurality of pegs adapted for 
engagement with said receiving holes. 

26. (Original) A system as set forth in claim 25 wherein said frame members further 
include a shoulder extending from said flat front surface, said shoulder and said front 
flat surface defining a channel for receiving said clamping members. 
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27. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 25 further including a 
protective cover adapted for disposition between said frame members and said 
clamping members, said protective cover including a plurality of holes therethrough at 
the periphery thereof for receiving the pegs to thereby secure said protective cover 
between said frame members and said clamping members. 

28. (Previously Presented) A system as set forth in claim 25 further including a poster 
adapted for disposition between said frame members and said clamping members, said 
poster including a plurality of holes therethrough at the periphery thereof for receiving 
said pegs to thereby secure said poster between said frame members and said 
clamping members. 

29. (Currently Amended) A kit for making a framed display conta i n i ng q pootor or othor 
s hoot mator i o l comprising: 

a canister comprising a generally tubular canister body; 

a plurality of separate frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base 
structure; 

a sheet material having holes about the peripherv of said sheet material : and 
a plurality of separate clamping members adapted for independent detachable 
connection with said base structure through said holes in said sheet material to retain 
said sheet material between said base structure and said clamping members; 
wherein said frame members, sheet material, and clamping members are disposed 
within said canister. 

30. (Currently Amended) A kit as set forth in claim 29 wherein said sheet material 
comprises a poster, and wherein said kit further includes further inolud i na 

a protective cover contained within said canister and sized relative to said poster ohoot 
motor i Q l such that said protective cover can overlie said sheet material while being 
retained between said base structure and said clamping member. 

31 . (Original) A kit as set forth in claim 29 further including a stopper to separate said 
canister into first and second volumes, wherein said frame members and said clamping 
members are in said first volume. 

32. (Original) A kit as set forth in claim 29 further including a novelty item in said second 
volume. 

33. (Currently Amended) A kit for making a framed display containing a poster or other 
sheet material comprising: 

a canister comprising a generally tubular canister bodv: 

a Plurality of separate frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base 
structure: 

a sheet material: and 
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a plurality of separate clamping members adapted for independent detachable connection with 
said base structure to retain said sheet material between said base structure and said clamping 
members: 

wherein said frame members, sheet material and clamping members are disposed within said 
canister: and 

A kit as set forth i n c l a i m 29 wherein said clamping members secure adjacent frame 
members together when connected with said base structure. 

34. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 33 wherein said base structure 
comprises four frame members, each of said frame members extending between a pair 
of inwardly angled ends, and each of said angled ends adapted to be connected to an 
adjacent complementary end of another of said frame members. 

35. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 34 further including pegs on one of 
said frame members and said clamping members and corresponding receiving holes on 
the other of said frame members and said clamping members, said receiving holes 
being adapted to receive said pegs to retain the sheet material between said clamping 
members and said frame members. 

36. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 35 wherein some of said ends of 
said frame members include a tenors and others of said ends of said frame members 
include a mortise, and wherein said frame members can be interconnected to form a 
rectangular frame by inserting said tenons into said mortises. 

37. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 35 wherein each of said tenons and 
said mortises includes one of said receiving holes which are aligned when said tenon 
and said mortise are in mating engagement, and wherein said aligned holes are 
adapted to receive one of said pegs to thereby secure adjacent frame members 
together. 

38. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 36 wherein each of said frame 
members includes a mortise on one of said ends thereof and a tenors on the opposite 
one of said ends. 

39. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 36 wherein two of said frame 
members include at least one mortise on each, of said ends thereof and the other two of 
said frame members includes at least one tenon on each of said ends thereof. 

40. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 36 wherein said tenons and said 
mortises extend in the same direction as said angled end. 

41 . (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 36 wherein said tenons each 
extend at generally at a right angle with respect to said frame member, and said 
mortises each extend generally in the same direction as said frame member. 
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42. (Currently Amended) A kit for making a framed display containing a poster or other 
sheet material comprising: 

a canister comprising a generally tubular canister body, 

a plurality of separate frame members adapted to be secured together to form a base 
structure: 

a sheet material: and 

a plurality of separate clamping members adapted for independent detachable 
connection with said base structure to retain said sheet material between said base 
structure and said clamping members: 

wherein said frame members, sheet material, and clamping members are 
disposed within, said canister: and 

A kit as s e t forth in claim 20 wherein said frame members include a recessed flat front surface. 

43. (Preyiously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 42 wherein said clamping members 
include a bottom flat surface, wherein, for each of said frame members and said 
clamping members, one of said front flat surface and said bottom flat surface includes a 
plurality of receiying holes and the other of said front flat surface and said bottom flat 
surface including a plurality of pegs adapted for engagement with said receiying holes. 

44. (Original) A kit as set forth in claim 43 wherein said frame members further include a 
shoulder extending from said flat front surface, said shoulder and said front flat surface 
defining a channel for receiying said clamping members. 

45. (Preyiously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 43 further including a protectiye 
coyer adapted for disposition between said frame members and said clamping 
members, said protectiye coyer including a plurality of holes therethrough at the 
periphery thereof for receiying the pegs to thereby secure said protectiye coyer between 
said frame members and said clamping members. 

46. (Preyiously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 43 wherein said sheet material 
comprises a poster adapted for disposition between said frame members and said 
clamping members, said poster including a plurality of holes therethrough at the 
periphery thereof for receiying said pegs to thereby secure said poster between said 
frame members and said clamping members. 

47. (Preyiously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 29, further comprising at least one 
endcap connected to an end of said tubular canister and enclosing said frame 
members, sheet material, and clamping members within said canister. 

48. (Preyiously Presented) A kit for making a framed display of a poster or other 
sheet material, comprising: 

a plurality of elongated frame members each haying first and second ends that mate 
with complementary ends of another of said frame members, wherein said frame 
members can be connected together at said ends to forth an open frame; 
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a sheet material sized to fit within said frame and including holes located at the 

periphery of said sheet material; 

a plurality of pegs sized to fit within said holes; 

a plurality of elongated clamping members, wherein said clamping members can be 
attached via said pegs to said open frame with said pegs extending through said holes 
to thereby clamp said sheet material to said frame; and 

a tubular canister containing said frame members, said, sheet material, said pegs, and 
said clamping members. 

49. (Previously Presented) A kit as set forth in claim 48, wherein said pegs comprise 
unitary portions of said clamping members. 

50. (Previously Presented) A framing system for a poster or other sheet material, 
comprising: 

a plurality of elongated frame members each having a pair of ends, some of said ends 
being mortised and others of said ends having a tenon that fits within one or more of 
said mortises to thereby form a mortise and tenon joint, wherein said frame members 
can be connected together at said ends to form an open frame having one of said 
mortise and tenon joints at each end of each of said frame members; 
said mortises and said tenons each having a laterally extending through-hole, wherein 
said through-hole of each tenon aligns with said through-hole of an associated one of 
said mortises when said frame members are connected together by said joints to form 
said open frame; and 

a plurality of clamping members that can be attached to said frame members, wherein 
at least some of said clamping members include a peg, with said pegs extending into 
said aligned through holes at each, of said joints to thereby prevent each of said tenons 
from detaching from its associated mortise. 

51 . (New) A system as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said sheet material comprises a 
poster or protective cover. 

52. (New) A kit as set forth in claim 29, wherein said sheet material comprises a 
protective cover. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joanne Silbermann whose telephone number is 703- 
308-2091 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30 - 2:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 703-308-0629. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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